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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure provisions of 37 CFR §1.56, there is hereby provided certain 
information which the Examiner may consider material to the examination of the subject U.S. patent application. 
It is requested that the Examiner make this information of record if it is deemed material to the examination of 
the subject application. 

1 . Enclosures accompanying this Information Disclosure Statement are: 

la. [X] Form PTO-1449. 

lb. [ ] Copies of IDS citations. (If box not checked, see Item 6, below) 

lc. [ ] An English language copy of search report(s) from a counterpart foreign application or a 
PCT International Search Report. 

Id. [ ] English language translation (complete or relevant portion(s)) attached to each 
non-English language publication. 

le. [ ] Explanations of Relevancy of References (ATTACHMENT 1(e), hereto) for providing a 
concise explanation of each non-English publication. 

If. [ ] List of Copending Applications (ATTACHMENT 1(f), hereto). 

2. [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR § 1.97(b): 

(Check either Item 2a or 2b or 2c) 
before the latter of three (3) months after the U.S. patent application filing date or before 



2a. [ ] 
2b. [ ] 



the first Office Action on the merits therein; or 

before the latter of three (3) months after the continued prosecution application (CPA) 
filing date or before the first Otft^teagg (9B[^iB9qfrf^aa- 
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2c. [ ] with/after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) and before the first 
Office Action on the merits therein. 

Accordingly, no fee or § 1.97(e) Statement is required. 

3. [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(c) after the first Office Action on 

the merits, but before a Final Office Action or a Notice of Allowance. 

(Check either Item 3a or 3b; Item 3b to be checked if 
any reference known for more than 3 months) 

3a. [ ] The § 1.97(e) Statement in Item 5 below is applicable. Accordingly, no fee is required. 

3b. [ ] The $240.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR §1.17(p) in accordance with 37 CFR §1.97(c) is: 
[ ] enclosed. 

[ ] to be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 

4. [ ] This Information Disclosure Statement is filed under 37 CFR §1 .97(d) after the Final Office Action 

or the Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. 

The § 1.97(e) Statement (Item 5 below) is applicable. 

A Petition to the Commissioner is hereby made under 37 CFR § 1.97(d) to request consideration of 
this Information Disclosure Statement. The $130.00 fee set forth in 37 CFR §1. 17(i) is: 
[ ] enclosed. 

[ ] to be charged to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



5. [ ] Statement under § 1.97(e) (applicable if Item 3a or Item 4 is checked) 

(Check either Item 5a or 5b) 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1), it is stated that each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. (Federal Register, Vol. 62, 
No. 197, page 53190, October 1997.) 

In accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(2), it is stated that no item of information contained 
in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the undersigned 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was known by any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. (Federal 
Register, Vol. 62, No. 197, page 53190, October 1997.) 

6. [X] This is a continuation/divisional/continuation-in-part application under 37 CFR §1 .53(b). 

(Check appropriate Items 6a and/or 6b) 

6a. [X] Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which were previously 
cited in prior applications Serial Nos. 08/855.986 and 08/919.254 , filed on May 14. 
1997 and August 28. 1991 respectively , of which this application claims priority under 
35 U.S.C. §120, have been omitted pursuant to 37 CFR §1.98(d). 

6b. [ ] Copies of the publications listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 which were not 

previously cited in prior application Serial No. , filed on , of 

which this application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §120, are provided herewith. 



5a. [ ] 



5b. [ ] 
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7. [ ] This is a continuation/divisional application under 37 CFR § 1.53(d). 

{Check either Item 7a or 7b) 
7a. [ ] The Issue Fee has not been paid. 

7b. [ ] A Petition to Withdraw from issue under 37 CFR §1. 313(b)(5) is filed concurrendy 

herewith or has been granted. A continuation application under 37 CFR § 1.53(d) after 
payment of the Issue Fee is proper in accordance with 37 CFR §1.53(d)(l)(ii). 

8. [ ] This is a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement. 

{Check either Item 8a or 8b) 

8a. [ ] This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement under 37 CFR §1. 97(f) supplements 

the Information Disclosure Statement filed on . A bona fide attempt 

was made to comply with 37 CFR §1.98, but inadvertent omissions were made. These 
omissions have been corrected herein. Accordingly, additional time is requested so that 
this Supplemental IDS can be considered as if properly filed on 



8b. [ ] This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is timely filed within one (1) month 

of the Notice under 37 CFR §1.97(i), mailed ; . (MPEP 609, 

Form 16.51, July 1997.) 

9. [ ] In accordance with 37 CFR §1 .98, a concise explanation of what is presently understood to be the 

relevance of each non-English language publication is: 

{Check appropriate Items 9a t 9b, 9c and/or 9d) 

9a. [ ] satisfied because all non-English language publications were cited on the enclosed 

English language copy of the PCT International Search Report or the search report from 
a counterpart foreign application indicating the degree of relevance found by the foreign 
office. (See U.S. Patent & Trademark Office's authorization in the Federal Register, 
Vol. 57, No. 12, January 17, 1992, at page 2031 (Reply to Comment 68).) 

_9b. [ ] set forth in the application. 

9c. [ ] satisfied because an English language translation (complete or relevant portion(s)) is 
attached to each non-English language publication. 

9d. [ ] enclosed as Attachment 1(e), hereto. 

10. No admission is made that the information cited in this Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability nor a representation that a search has been made (other than search report(s) from a 
counterpart foreign application or a PCT International Search Report, if submitted herewith). 37 CFR §§ 
1.97(g) and (h). 
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11. The Commissioner is authorized to credit any overpayment or charge any additional fee required under 37 
CFR §1.17 for this Information Disclosure Statement and/or Petition to Deposit Account No. 19-3935. 



\/^/0l 



Dated: _ 

700 Eleventh Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
Telephone: (202) 434-1500 
Facsimile: (202) 434-1501 



Respectfully submitted, 
STAAS & HALSEY LLP 

Richard A. Gollhofer fl 



Registration No. 31,106 



posited with the Uni ;~^! ressed t0 . commissioner 
on "1 — ~~ " ' 
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Please return this card, indicating receipt date and Serial No., if applicable, of the following 

Divisional Application Transmittal; New Application Transmittal, (Spec. 237 pgs.); Preliminary 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

1080.1045CIPD3/RAG 


APPLICATION NO. 

Div. of 08/919,254 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 

Fumio NAGASHIMA et al. 


FILING DATE 
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GROUP ART UNIT 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 
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FILING 
DATE 




AA 


6,028,998 


02/2000 


Gloudeman et al. 










AB 


5,632,034 


05/97 


OTarrell 










AC 


5,926,637 


07/99 


Cline et al. 










AD 


5,560,014 


09/96 


Imamura 










AE 


5,572,731 


11/96 


Morel et al. 










AF 


6,071,317 


06/2000 


Nagel 










AG 


5,907,707 


05/99 


Ramalingam et al 










AH 


5,572,733 


11/96 


Ryu et al. 










Al 


5,586,326 


12/96 


Ryu et al. 










AJ 


6,077,312 


02/2000 


Bates et al. 










AK 


5,581,761 


12/96 


Radia et al. 










AL 


5,758,160 


05/98 


Mclnerney et al. 










AM 


4,809,170 


02/89 


Leblang et al. 










AN 


5,764,897 


06/98 


Khalid 










AO 


5,265,206 


11/93 


Shackelford et al. 










AP 


5,551,035 


12/96 


Arnold et al. 










AQ 


5,339,433 


08/94 


Frid Nielsen 










AR 


5,787,413 


07/98 


Kauffman et al. 










AS 


5,557,730 


09/96 


Frid-Nielsen 









EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



S&H IDS Form (2/98) 
©1992, 1998 Staas & Halsey 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being de- 
posited with the United States Postal Service as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner 
of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231 
on Mo-, 1^ 20 to I 

STAAS & MAI SFY* , 

By:_ 

Date: 





(f 



Sheet 2 of 3 



: V ! £7 " 

FORM PTO-1449^ .<S/ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
N$>>p ' PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 

1080.1045CIPD3/RAG 


APPLICATION NO. 

Div. of 08/919,254 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 




LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT 


Fumio NAGASHIMA et al. 






FILING DATE 


GROUP ART UNIT 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


(concurrently) 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NO. 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB- 
CLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




AT 


5,740,444 


04/98 


Frid-Nielson 










AU 


5,432,903 


07/95 


Frid-Nielson 










AV 


5,371,895 


12/94 


Bristol 




— 






AW 


5,432,932 


07/95 


Chen et al. 


; 








AX 


5,675,756 


11/95 


Benton et al. 






pea*- 




AY 


5,682,487 


06/94 


Thomson 










AZ 


5,706,455 


11/95 


Benton et al. 










BA 


5,751,965 


03/96 


Mayo et al. 










BB 


5,850,221 


12/98 


Macrae et al. , 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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